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           Mitzvah Grants

Purpose:  A mitzvah is an act of kindness. A big difference can often be made with a small dollar amount.  Shiawassee United Way (SUW) Mitzvah Grants are for programs that are able to make an impact addressing the root causes of poverty in income, health, and education for no more than $2,000.   The application is less intensive than the traditional SUW Request for Proposal.

Those qualifying to apply for Mitzvah Grants are any established Shiawassee County community group, non-profit organization, or school.  While the evaluation piece for Mitzvah Grants is somewhat less stringent than traditional SUW grants, data for two measurable objectives will need to be compiled.   (Reported results, in most cases, would probably consist of the number of individuals moved from crisis to a more stable state.)

The calendar for SUW Mitzvah Grants is as follows:

	Date
	Activity

	Monday, February 15, 2010
	Applications made available electronically

	Monday, February 8, 2010
	Training of Community Investment Volunteers, 5:30 p.m., Baker College Welcome Center, Conference Room E.

	Monday, March 8, 2010
	Proposals are due to SUW Office by 5 p.m.  They are required to be submitted both via e-mail, in Microsoft Word format to rparsons@shiawasseeunitedway.org, and as a SIGNED hard copy either via U.S. mail or delivered to the SUW office.  Both the electronic and hardcopy must be in our hands by the deadline. Email submissions will receive an acknowledgement of successful receipt; if you do not receive the receipt message by March 10, contact the SUW office.  

	Wednesday, March 10
	Electronic RFPs e-mailed to appropriate grant readers or U. S. mail RFP’s to those grant readers who do not have e-mail.

	Wednesday, April 7, 2010
	Shiawassee United Way Board of Directors votes on recommendations made by the Community Investment Cabinet.

	Friday, April 9, 2010
	Program notifications mailed.

	Wednesday, April 24, 2010
	Evaluation meeting for Community Investment Cabinet, 8 a.m., 401 Café, Corunna

	Thursday, July 1, 2010
	Funding begins

	Friday, January 14, 2011
	Six month report due to Shiawassee United Way

	January—April, 2011
	Scheduled program site visits by Shiawassee United Way staff

	Friday, July 15, 2011
	Final program report due to Shiawassee United Way


All Mitzvah Grant applications need to be submitted in both electronic and hardcopy forms.  Complete the application and email it, in Microsoft Word format, by 5 p.m., Monday, March 8, 2010, to rparsons@shiawasseeunitedway.org.  Mail or deliver your printed copy by 5 p.m., Monday, March 8, 2010, to:  Retta Parsons, Shiawassee United Way, P. O. Box 664, Owosso, MI  48867.  Faxed applications will not be accepted.  No applications will be accepted after 5 p.m. on the due date.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

SUW staff is always available for technical assistance throughout the grant application, allocation, and reporting processes.  If you need help, contact Retta Parsons at 989-723-4987.
Organization:  
Mailing Address: 
Phone:                                    Fax:                                       e-mail:  
Contact Name & Title:  

Contact Daytime Phone:                                                   e-mail:  
Organization mission statement: 

Name of Program:                                                                                  Amount requested  $
Identify Focus Area:

___ Basic Needs  ___ Health & Independence  ___ Strengthening Families ___ Empowering Youth


Please identify the population(s) the program will seek to serve. (Check all that apply below.)


Age Group

Gender

             Ethnicity


Populations

Adults     ___

All        ___

African-American___

Disabled            ___


Elderly    ___

Female ___

Native American  ___

Underprivileged___


Preschool___

Male    ___

Hispanic               ___

General Public   ___

            K-12        ___



    
Caucasian            ___

Other (specify)   ___


Other       ___ (specify)


Other (specify)     ___



In compliance with the USA PATRIOT Act and other counterterrorism laws, Shiawassee United Way requires that each agency certify the following:

“I hereby certify on behalf of ____________________________________________ (print organization name) all Shiawassee United Way funds and donations will be used in compliance with all applicable anti-terrorist financing and asset control laws, statues, and executive orders.”

(Executive Director) 
                   Title                               
Date




Signature
(Board President/Chair)                        Title                                Date




Signature

Having reviewed this application in its entirety, we are committed to the goals and strategies of the proposal as outlined and will implement the proposed program activities and comply with Shiawassee United Way’s Funding Agreement if the program is selected for funding.
(Executive Director) 
                   Title                               
Date




Signature
(Board President/Chair)                        Title                                Date




Signature

1.  Please describe in no more than one page your program.  State the focus of your program and who will receive your services.  Stress how your program addresses a root cause of poverty in income, health, or education.
2. Does anyone else in Shiawassee County deliver a similar program?  How is yours different?

3. How will you measure success?  What do you hope to accomplish in the year and how will you measure it?  List two measurable objectives for your program.  (Objectives are Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant, and Timely)

For example, By December 31, 2010, twenty preschool children served will be able to count, without error, from one to ten.


1.


2.

4. Please complete a program Income and Expense Summary:
	Line Item
	Mitzvah Grant 

Amount Requested
	Total Program Cost for This Line Item

	Income:
	
	

	  Mitzvah Grant
	
	

	  Other (detail)
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenses (list in detail):
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. Does your organization serve the residents of Shiawassee County?

6. Does your organization have a governing/oversight board?  

7. Please list the names of the members of this board.   
8. What is this program’s Unit of Service?     
9. What is the cost per unit of this program?  

10. Will a fee be charged for this Program?                What is that fee?              
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Email: rparsons@shiawasseeunitedway.org
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